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AFRICA :  Based on the reports  submitted by the Catholic
Theological 	 Association	 of 	 Nigeria ,  the Catholic 	 Theological
Society	 of 	 Southern	 Africa,  and the Cellule	 de	 Réflexion	 et 	 de
Propositions	 des	 Théologiens	 Ivoiriens ,  the fol lowing are the
key themes that  have emerged from the research projects  in  the
African region:  



Connecting	Cathol ic 	Theology	Worldwide 2

1. Decolonization	of 	Catholic 	Theology
All  three groups emphasize decolonizing theology by moving away
from Western-centric  frameworks and engaging with local  cultures
and contexts .  This  involves reinterpreting doctrines to  al ign with
African experiences ,  thereby ensuring theology's  relevance and
resonance.

2 .  Inculturation	and	Contextual 	Approaches
Efforts  to  integrate  African cultural  e lements  into theology are
central  to  the work of  CATHAN,  the Cathol ic  Theological  Society  of
Southern Africa ,  and CEREPTI .  Inculturation makes faith more
relatable  while  addressing dual  al legiances between tradit ional
bel iefs  and Christ ianity .

3. 	Liberation	and	Justice-Oriented	Hermeneutics
Liberation theology plays a  crucial  role ,  with a  focus on addressing
social  injust ices  l ike poverty ,  systemic violence,  and
underdevelopment .  These ref lect ions aim to empower communities
and foster  human development .

4. 	Historical-Systematic 	and	Doctrinal 	Development
A robust  understanding of  Cathol ic  doctrine is  vital  for  African
Catholics ,  with systematic  approaches ensuring that  tradit ional
teachings are enriched by African experiences and made accessible
through theological  education.

5. 	Empowerment	of 	the	Laity
Decolonization ef forts  emphasize the laity ’s  role ,  recognizing their
baptismal  duty in  church leadership and community bui lding.  This
empowerment is  part icularly  s ignif icant  in  contexts  such as
apartheid and post-colonial  governance.
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6. 	 Indigenous	Leadership	and	Ethical 	Governance
The need for  ethical ,  service-oriented leadership within the Church
is  highl ighted,  advocating for  African leaders  to  assume roles
tradit ional ly  dominated by missionaries .  This  is  crucial  for
fostering transformative governance in  ecclesial  and societal
contexts .

7. 	Synodality	as	a 	Key	Theme
Synodality  is  a  recurring focus,  part icularly  in  Côte  d ’ Ivoire ,  where
it  intersects  with socio-pastoral  concerns,  governance,  and
inclusivity .  Synodality  ref lects  a  commitment to  l istening,
partic ipation,  and col laborative decision-making.

8. 	Publications	and	Research	as	Tools 	 for	Advocacy
Publications such as  the Nigerian Journal  of  Theology and
CEREPTI's  annual  research themes ref lect  an ongoing commitment
to addressing contemporary issues ,  from faith formation to  socio-
pol it ical  chal lenges .

9. 	Faith	and	Cultural 	Re-appropriation
Groups l ike CEREPTI emphasize reclaiming faith by al igning i t  with
local  contexts ,  fostering theological  maturity ,  and addressing issues
l ike syncretism and the integration of  tradit ional  values with
Christ ian teachings .

10. 	Addressing	Specific 	Social 	Challenges
The reports  highl ight  the importance of  responding to  pressing
societal  issues ,  including pol it ical  governance,  insecurity ,  poverty ,
and the dignity  of  women.  These themes demonstrate  theology's
engagement with real-world chal lenges in  Africa .



Connecting	Cathol ic 	Theology	Worldwide 4

Catholic 	Theological 	Association	of 	Nigeria

1. 	 Decolonization	 of 	 Catholic 	 Theology: 	 The Cathol ic  Theological  Associat ion of
Nigeria  (CATHAN) is  part  of  a  global  ef fort  to  decolonize Cathol ic  theology,  making
it  relevant  to  contemporary thought  and local  culture .  This  involves moving away
from Western-centric  theological  frameworks and developing a  theology that
resonates  with African experiences and cultural  contexts .

2. 	 Inculturation	 – 	 Contextual 	 Approach: 	 This  approach emphasizes  integrating
African cultural  e lements  into Cathol ic  theology to  make the faith  more relatable
and meaningful  to  Africans.  I t  addresses the issue of  dual  a l legiance by ensuring
that  theological  ref lect ions and Christ ian practices  are art iculated in  ways that
al ign with African modes of  understanding and expression.

3. 	 Liberation	 Hermeneutical 	 Approach: 	 Focused on addressing social  injust ices
and underdevelopment in  Africa ,  this  approach advocates  for  a  theology that
priorit izes  human development and l iberation.  I t  cr it iques dehumanizing practices
within the faith  and emphasizes  responding to  African socio-economic chal lenges
rather than merely  adhering to  tradit ional  theological  ref lect ions.

4. 	 Historical–Systematic 	 Approach: 	 This  approach aims to  deepen the
understanding of  Cathol ic  doctrines among African Cathol ics .  I t  stresses  the
importance of  theological  education and the propagation of  the Church's  historical
and doctrinal  teachings ,  ensuring that  African experiences are i l luminated by the
rich tradit ions of  the Church.

5. 	 CATHAN's	 Activities	 and	 Publications: 	 CATHAN organizes  annual  conferences
and publishes the Nigerian Journal  of  Theology and conference proceedings to
promote theological  ref lect ions that  address  contemporary African issues .  Recent
conference themes have focused on topics  such as  elect ions,  intel lectual  heritage,
insecurity ,  synodality ,  the relat ionship between rel igion and pol it ics ,  culture ,  and
new media ,  ref lect ing the associat ion's  commitment to  relevant  and contextual
theological  discourse.
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Catholic 	Theological 	Society	of 	Southern	Africa	(CTSSA)

1.  Translation	 and	 Colonial 	 Influence:  Professor Itumeleng Daniel  Mothoagae
highl ights  the translat ion of  the Bible  into Setswana by 19th-century missionaries ,
part icularly  the 1857 Engl ish-Setswana Bible  by Moffat .  This  translat ion is  seen as
a complex act ivity  that  transmits  cultural  and ideological  messages ,  often serving
colonial  interests  and leading to  the desecration of  the l inguist ic  heritage of  the
Batswana.

2. 	Waves	of 	Colonization:  Dr .  Anselm Laurence Prior  discusses the mult iple  waves
of  colonization in  Southern Africa ,  start ing with the Dutch in  1652 and fol lowed by
the Brit ish.  Each wave left  deep scars  on society ,  including land dispossession,
enslavement ,  and systemic violence.  The South African Union Bi l l  of  1909 further
entrenched racial  divisions by excluding indigenous black Africans from polit ical
and economic roles .

3. 	 Decolonization	 and	 Inculturation	 in	 the	 Church:  The Second Vatican Counci l
and subsequent  movements  led to  a  push for  inculturation within the Cathol ic
Church in  Southern Africa .  Fr .  Fritz  Lobinger spearheaded efforts  in  the 1970s to
decolonize the faith  by bui lding Small  Christ ian Communities ,  a l lowing for  a  more
authentic  expression of  local  cultures  within the church.

4. 	 Empowerment	 of 	 the	 Laity: 	 The movement towards decolonization in  the
church emphasized the role  of  the laity  in  taking responsibi l i ty  for  church
activit ies .  This  empowerment was seen as  a  baptismal  r ight  and duty,  fostering
leadership ski l ls  that  would later  be applied in  broader social ,  pol i t ical ,  and
economic contexts ,  especial ly  during the apartheid era .

5. 	 Indigenous	 Leadership	 and	 Ethical 	 Governance:  Olehi le  Buffel  and Steve Biko
crit ique the domination of  white  missionaries ,  which st i f led the potential  of
African leaders  within the church.  Buffel  argues for  ethical ,  service-oriented,  and
transformative leadership to  ful f i l l  the church's  mission.  The vital i ty  of  local
churches indicates  that  they are ready to  assume leadership roles  with confidence
and strength.
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Cellule	de	réflexion	et 	de	propositions	des	théologiens
Ivoiriens	(CREPTI)

1.  Re-appropriation	 of 	 Faith	 and	 Theological 	 Maturity :  S ince i ts  inception in
2014,  CEREPTI has focused on the re-appropriat ion of  faith ,  a iming for  deep
evangel ization and theological  maturity  among Christ ians in  Côte  d' Ivoire .  This
involves understanding and contextual izing faith  within the Ivorian context .

2. 	 Annual 	 Research	 Themes: 	 CEREPTI conducts  annual  research on various
themes related to  faith  and theology.  These themes include educating in  faith ,  the
role  of  the Cathol ic  Church in  unity  and reconci l iat ion,  responses to  suffering,
socio-pastoral  issues ,  and synodality .

3. 	 Contextual 	 Theology	 and	 Decolonization:  The research is  contextual ized to
address  the specif ic  social ,  pol i t ical ,  and rel igious condit ions in  Côte  d' Ivoire .  From
2020 to 2024,  the focus was on "Thinking Faith Today,"  which al igns with the
decolonization of  theology by analyzing i t  within the Ivorian context .

4. 	 Synodality	 and	 Governance: 	 Recent  themes (2022-2024) have focused on
synodality ,  addressing socio-pastoral  issues ,  the dignity  of  women,  welcoming
vulnerabi l i t ies ,  and governance both in  c ivi l  and church contexts .  This  includes
discussions on pol it ical  governance,  just ice ,  poverty ,  and family  formation.

5. 	 Challenges	 and	 Objectives: 	 CEREPTI aims to  address  the chal lenges of
syncretism,  formation,  and the l ived experiences of  Christ ians in  Côte  d' Ivoire .  The
objective is  to  create  a  theology that  is  relevant  and responsive to  the real
condit ions of  existence of  the people  in  contact  with faith .
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ASIA-PACIFIC: 	 Based on the reports  submitted by the Australian
Catholic 	 Theological 	 Association, 	 DaKaTeo, 	 Ecclesia	 of 	Women
in	 Asia, 	 FABC-OTC, 	 Indian	 Theological 	 Association, 	 and	 Indian
Women	 Theologians’ 	 Forum ,  the fol lowing are the key themes
that  have emerged from the research projects  in  the Asia-Pacif ic
region:
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1. 	Annual 	Theological 	Conferences	Across	Asia
Organizations l ike ACTA,  DaKaTeo,  EWA,  and ITA host  annual
conferences on theological  anthropology,  leadership in  the Church,
synodality ,  and social  just ice .  These gatherings foster  dialogue on
contemporary issues af fect ing the Church and society ,  pivotal  for
contextual izing theology and ensuring i ts  relevance in  addressing
modern chal lenges .

2. 	Synodality	as	a 	Central 	Theme
Synodality  is  a  recurring topic ,  emphasizing dialogue,  part ic ipation,
and communal  discernment .  Conferences discuss  the process  from
Lumen Gentium to the Synod on Synodality  and i ts  applicat ion within
diverse Asian contexts .  The emphasis  on synodality  ref lects  the
Church’s  commitment to  inclusivity ,  dialogue,  and reform.

3. 	Decolonial 	and	Indigenous	Theologies
Decolonial  perspectives  and indigenous spiritual i ty  are explored to
address  historical  injust ices  and integrate  local  cultures  into
theological  ref lect ions.  This  approach chal lenges colonial  legacies  in
theology,  promoting just ice  and inclusivity  for  marginal ized
communities .

4. 	Engagement	with	Gender	Justice	and	Women’s 	Rights
Groups l ike EWA and IWTF advocate for  women's  voices  in  Church
leadership,  address  abuse within the Church,  and produce feminist
theological  ref lect ions.  These ef forts  highl ight  the importance of
gender equal ity  in  fostering a  more inclusive Church.

5. 	Addressing	Church	Credibility 	and	Leadership
Discussions focus on renewing the Church's  credibi l i ty  by al igning
leadership with values of  just ice ,  compassion,  and sol idarity ,  as
exempli f ied by Pope Francis ’s  vis ion.  This  renewal  is  crucial  for
rebuilding trust  and relevance in  contemporary society .
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6. 	Contextual 	Theology	and	Social 	 Issues
Works l ike Jesus for  Fi l ipinos and Diwaang Balaan ref lect  on social
issues such as  national ism,  peacebuilding,  and ecological  concerns
from theological  perspectives .  Contextual  theology enables  the Church
to address  societal  chal lenges ef fect ively .

7. 	 Interfaith	Dialogue	and	Cultural 	Engagement
Organizations stress  the importance of  interrel igious dialogue,
especial ly  in  plural ist ic  societ ies  l ike India ,  to  promote harmony and
shared values .  This  engagement fosters  mutual  understanding and
col laboration in  diverse contexts .

8. 	Theological 	Response	to	the	COVID-19	Pandemic
Themes l ike the Body of  Christ  and communal  suffering during the
pandemic have inspired ref lect ions on faith ,  resi l ience,  and
interconnectedness .  These ref lect ions highl ight  the Church's  role  in
offering hope and sol idarity  during crises .

9.  Publications	and	Research	Contributions
Extensive research and publicat ions by members of  these
organizations address  themes l ike sexual  abuse,  decolonization,
synodality ,  and ecological  concerns.  These contributions enrich
academic and ecclesial  discourses while  fostering a  deeper
understanding of  pressing issues .

10. 	Collaborations	and	Future	Directions
Partnerships with global  organizations and plans for  future
conferences and publicat ions aim to expand theological  discussions
and inf luence Church reforms.  Col laborative ef forts  enhance these
theological  ref lect ions'  g lobal  and regional  impact ,  ensuring sustained
progress .
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Australian	Catholic 	Theological 	Association	(ACTA)

1.  Annual 	Members	Conference	and	Research	Themes:  The ACTA holds an annual
members'  conference where members present  papers  on a  chosen theme.  In  2023,
the theme was "Being Human:  Bibl ical  and Theological  Anthropologies ."  This  theme
was used to  engage with discussions from the Austral ian Plenary Counci l  of  2022-
2023 and to  art iculate  ways forward for  the Church in  Austral ia  and global ly .  The
conference featured a  variety  of  papers  addressing dif ferent  aspects  of  theological
anthropology.

2. 	 Current	 Areas	 of 	 Research: 	 ACTA members are involved in  diverse theological
research areas .  Some of  the key themes include anthropology and Vatican I I ,
synodality ,  Ignatian spiritual i ty ,  comparative rel igions,  gender just ice ,  Cathol ic
social  thought ,  public  theology,  and the theological  reorientation of  management
theory.  These research ef forts  are col laborative ,  involving partnerships with
universit ies  and inst itutions both in  Austral ia  and international ly .

3. 	 Engagement	 with	 INSeCT’s 	 Focus	 on	 Decolonizing	 Theologies: 	 Several  ACTA
members are engaged in  research related to  decolonization,  exploring how
theological  methods can either  perpetuate or  assist  in  overcoming the ef fects  of
colonization.  This  includes engaging with the voices  of  refugees and indigenous
peoples ,  examining the cultures  of  Melanesia ,  and addressing epistemic injustice  in
global  health research.  Col laborations with international  universit ies  and networks
are a  s ignif icant  part  of  this  work.

4. 	 Specific 	 Research	 Projects 	 and	 Publications: 	 The document detai ls  specif ic
research projects  by ACTA members ,  including their  themes,  project  t i t les ,
descriptions,  key f indings ,  col laborations,  obstacles ,  and future plans .  Examples
include Teresa Brown's  work on new Trinitarian ontologies ,  Raymond Canning's
engagement with refugee and indigenous voices ,  and Crist ina Lledo-Gomez's
decolonizing theologies  from a Fi l ipina-Austral ian feminist  perspective .

5 .  Future	Plans	and	Collaborations: 	ACTA members have ongoing and future plans
for  their  research,  including further  publicat ions,  conference proceedings ,  and new
collaborations.  There is  a  strong emphasis  on continuing to  develop and expand
their  research in  areas such as  decolonization,  synodality ,  and theological
anthropology,  with a  view to making a  s ignif icant  impact  on both academic and
ecclesial  contexts .



Connecting	Cathol ic 	Theology	Worldwide 11

Catholic 	Theological 	Society	of 	the	Philippines	(DaKaTeo)

1.  Leadership	 and	 Ministry	 in	 the	 Church:  The 2021 conference focused on
rethinking leadership and ministry in  the Church,  with papers  discussing various
aspects  such as  the incarnational  mission of  CICM,  the leadership of  Cardinal  Chito
Tagle ,  and the chal lenges of  priest ly  vocation.  Other papers  examined Pope Francis '
role ,  intercultural  theology,  and the peace agenda in  Southeast  Asia .  The theme
also included discussions on lay empowerment ,  synodality ,  and the Church's
response to  the sex abuse cris is .

2. 	 Fil ipino	 Religious	 Faith	 and	 Nationalism/Patriotism:  The 2022 conference
explored the engagement and disentanglement of  Fi l ipino rel igious faith  and
national ism/patriotism.  Topics  included Cathol ic  involvement in  electoral  pol i t ics ,
historical  pol i t ical  events ,  rel igious and pol it ical  martyrdom,  national ism through
the lens of  Bartolome de Las Casas ,  and the dynamics  of  ethnicity  in  the fourth
Gospel .  Other papers  addressed inculturation in  the Mass ,  cyberchurch models ,
gender theory,  and the role  of  Basic  Ecclesial  Communities  in  societal  change.

3. 	 Synodality	 and	 Church	 Reformation: 	 The 2023 conference centered on the
theme of  synodality  and the Church's  journey from Lumen Gentium to the Synod on
Synodality .  Research topics  included the development of  local  church theology,  the
synodal  processes in  the Phi l ippine church,  Pope Francis 'reformation agenda for
Catholic  education,  Christ ian unity ,  and the chal lenges to  synodality  within the
Phil ippine hierarchy and clergy.

4. 	 Decolonial 	 Theology	 and	 Indigenous	 Perspectives: 	 Several  published works
by DaKaTeo members focused on decolonial  theology and indigenous perspectives .
Notable  books include "Handuman" by Bro.  Karl  Gaspar ,  which discusses the impact
of  Western imperial ism on indigenous peoples  in  Mindanao,  and "Diwaang Balaan,"
which brings indigenous spiritual i ty  into dialogue with Christ ian faith .  Other works
include "Toward a  Bai  Theology,"  an anthology on Cathol ic  feminism,  and "Ayta ,"
which highl ights  the struggles  of  the Mag-indi  Ayta in  Pampanga.

5 .  Contextual 	 Theology	 and	 Social 	 Issues: 	 The report  also highl ights  ef forts  to
contextual ize  theology in  response to  social  issues .  For  instance,  " Jesus for
Fi l ipinos"  by Fr .  Ramon Echica ref lects  on Phi l ippine social  issues in  l ight  of  the
Gospel ,  helping Fi l ipino Christ ians f ind contextual ized answers to  their  faith
questions.  This  theme underscores the importance of  addressing contemporary
social  chal lenges through a  theological  lens .
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Ecclesia	of 	Women	in	Asia	(EWA)

1. 	 Decolonizing	 Theologies	 and	 Asian	 Feminist 	 Perspectives: 	 EWA focuses on
enriching Asian identity  and context  through decolonial  theologies .  The 10
Biennial  Conference in  2022 emphasized creating l i fe-giving communities  post-
pandemic ,  highl ighting the crit ical  role  of  women and addressing structural
inequalit ies .

t h

2. 	 Upcoming	 Conference	 and	 Synodal 	 Third	 Space: 	 The upcoming 2024
conference in  Macau wil l  explore reimagining Church structures and leadership
from various theological  perspectives .  I t  a ims to  address  the exclusion of
marginal ized groups and foster  inclusive ,  egal i tarian communities .

3. 	 Key	 Findings	 and	Gender	 Studies: 	There is  a  growing recognit ion among Asian
women theologians of  the need to  interrogate global  structural  inequalit ies  and
participate  in  bui lding inclusive communities .  This  chal lenges the notion that
feminism and gender equal ity  are Western constructs .

4. 	 Collaborations	 and	 Partnerships: 	 EWA has partnered with the Cathol ic
Women’s  Counci l  to  advance the dignity  and equal ity  of  women in  the Roman
Catholic  Church.  This  col laboration aims to  ampli fy  women's  voices  in  the Synod on
Synodality .

5 .  Challenges	 and	 Future	 Plans:  EWA faces  chal lenges such as  f inancial
sustainabi l i ty  and ensuring their  voices  are heard.  Future plans include the 2024
conference,  which wil l  contribute to  decolonial  theology by ref lect ing on Asian
perspectives  and reimagining Church structures to  be more inclusive and
empowering.
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Federation	of 	Asian	Bishops’ 	Conferences
Office	of 	Theological 	Concerns	(FABC-OTC)

1.  The	Body	 of 	 Christ 	 in	 the	 Pandemic:  The pandemic has reshaped perspectives ,
bel iefs ,  and l i feways,  emphasizing the body as  a  theological  locus .  The paper
ref lects  on the Body of  Christ  in  famil ies ,  local  churches,  and ecology,  highl ighting
suffering and connection to  Jesus'  paschal  mystery.  I t  discusses how the pandemic
has af fected people's  dai ly  l ives ,  fa ith  practices ,  and the environment ,  urging a
reappropriat ion of  body theology.  The ref lect ion emphasizes  the
interconnectedness of  humanity ,  God,  and creation,  advocating for  a  healthier  and
more sustainable  l i fe .

2. 	The	Asian	Face	of 	Synodality: 	The bibl ical  story of  the encounter  on the road to
Emmaus is  used to  explore an Asian understanding of  a  Synodal  Church.  The
narrative highl ights  the importance of  community ,  recognizing God's  presence,  and
the joy and hope from the resurrection.  The project  is  divided into f ive  chapters:
current  real i t ies ,  bibl ical  perspectives ,  historical  and theological  interpretations,
personal  and communal  transformation,  and new mission pathways.  The story of
Emmaus serves as  a  metaphor for  the synodal  journey,  emphasizing communal
mission and transformation.

3. 	 Current	 Realities	 and	 Concerns: 	 The f irst  chapter  of  the synodality  paper re
reads the experiences of  synodality  in  Asian Churches,  s i tuating them in the
broader context  of  human and Salvation History.

4. 	 Biblical 	 and	 Theological 	 Insights: 	 Chapters  two and three of  the synodality
paper focus on bibl ical ,  historical ,  and theological  understandings of  synodal  paths ,
sensit ive to  Asian real i t ies  and mindsets .

5. 	 Transformation	 and	 New	 Mission	 Pathways:  Chapter  four discusses personal
conversion and communal  transformation,  inspired by the Emmaus story.  Chapter
f ive explores  new mission pathways for  the Synodal  Asian Church,  emphasizing a
synodal  and communitarian approach to  mission.



Connecting	Cathol ic 	Theology	Worldwide 14

Indian	Theological 	Association

1.  Theological 	Methodology	and	Context 	 in	 India:  The ITA's  theological  approach
is  rooted in  the Christ ic  experience and addresses the complex Indian context ,
including rel igious diversity ,  poverty ,  and the reconci l iat ion between rel igions and
secular  l i fe .  This  methodology al igns with the FABC’s  ' tr iple  immersion'  approach.

2. 	Hindu	Nationalism	and	Constitutional 	Values: 	The 2019 conference focused on
the r ise  of  Hindu national ism and i ts  threat  to  India's  secular  and democratic
fabric .  Theologians discussed the need for  Christ ian theology to  defend
constitutional  values and promote a  pluri-cultural  identity ,  advocating for
partic ipatory democracy and social  just ice .

3. 	Church	Credibility 	and	Witness: 	The 2021 conference addressed the credibi l i ty
crisis  of  the Cathol ic  Church in  India .  I t  emphasized the need for  the Church to  l ive
authentical ly ,  a l igning faith  with practice ,  and adopting Pope Francis ’s  vis ion of
authority  based on love,  just ice ,  and sol idarity  with the poor.

4. 	 Pandemic	 Response	 and	 Theological 	 Reflection: 	 The 2022 conference
ref lected on the COVID-19 pandemic ,  highl ighting the importance of  addressing
suffering and f inding hope through theological  insights .  The Church was cal led to
embrace a  mission centered on compassion,  sol idarity ,  and proactive engagement
with contemporary chal lenges .

5. 	 Synodality	 and	 Commitment	 to	 National 	 Identity:  The 2023 and 2024
conferences focused on synodality  and the Church's  role  in  national  identity .
Synodality  was seen as  a  process  of  continuous conversion and dialogue,  while  the
2024 conference emphasized the Church's  responsibi l i ty
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Indian	Women	Theologians’ 	Forum	(IWTF)

1.  Synod	 on	 Synodality	 and	 Women's	 Role	 in	 the	 Church:  IWTF focused on the
Synod on Synodality  declared by Pope Francis  in  2021.  Col laborations with the
Catholic  Women’s  Counci l  and Spirit  Unbounded to  ref lect  on Synodality  and
women's  roles .  Presentations and talks  by Virginia  Saldanha and Kochurani
Abraham on Synodality  in  2021.  Part ic ipation in  the onl ine Symposium “Towards a
Synodal  Indian Church”  in  January 2022.

2. 	 Advocacy	 and	 Support 	 for	 Women	 Victims	 of 	 Abuse: 	 IWTF raised concerns
about  the abuse of  women,  especial ly  rel igious s isters ,  in  the Church.  Letters  to
Church authorit ies  regarding the suicides of  s isters  and support  for  a  s ister
sexual ly  abused by a  bishop.  Research and art ic les  on sexual  abuse in  the Church
by Kochurani  Abraham and Virginia  Saldanha.

3. 	 Publications	 and	 Research: 	 Numerous art ic les  and books published by IWT  
members on topics  such as  sexual  abuse,  gender analysis ,  and feminist  theology.
Notable  works include “Clergy Sexual  Misconduct/Abuse of  Women in Asia”  and
“When Spiritual  Power Destroys Li fe  –  Sexual  Abuse in  the Cathol ic  Church” .

4. 	 Events	 and	 Presentations: 	 Participation in  various events ,  including a  hybrid
event  in  Rome and Bristol  during the Synod on Synodality  in  2023.  Talks  by Dr .
Kochurani  Abraham,  Virginia  Saldanha,  and Raynah Braganza Passanah on topics
related to  women’s  r ights  and the role  of  the People  of  God in  the Church.

5. 	Ongoing	Projects 	and	Future	Directions: 	Continued focus on raising awareness
and advocating for  women's  r ights  within the Church.  Engagement in  discussions
on accountabi l i ty ,  transparency,  and the inclusion of  women in Church leadership
and governance.
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EUROPE: 	 Based on the reports  submitted by the AGENDA ,
European	 Society	 for	 Catholic 	 Theology ,  and European	 Society
of 	 Women	 in	 Theological 	 Research ,  the fol lowing are the key
themes that  have emerged from the research projects  in  the
European region:  
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1. 	Advocacy	for	Women's	Roles	 in	the	Church:
AGENDA emphasizes  advancing women's  roles  in  the Church,
including discussions on their  access  to  ministries  and off ices ,  such
as the priesthood.  Publicat ions l ike Representation of  Christ
contribute to  the ongoing debates .

2. 	Diverse	Contributions	of 	Catholic 	Women	Theologians
AGENDA's  network of  over  400 women theologians contributes  to
theology through research,  anthologies ,  and congresses ,  focusing on
topics  such as  ecofeminism and the inclusion of  LGBTIQ Cathol ics .

3. 	Mental 	Health	and	Well-being	in	Theological 	Contexts
The European Society  for  Cathol ic  Theology explores
biopsychosocial  wel l -being,  part icularly  during pregnancy and
postpartum,  emphasizing interdiscipl inary col laboration to  develop
support  guidel ines .

4. 	Ethical 	Reflections	on	Modern	Family	Structures:
Research on co-parenting and assisted reproductive technologies
examines motivations,  family  values ,  and virtues ,  contributing to
ethical  discussions on contemporary parenting.

5. 	Chaplaincy	Models	 for	Workplace	Challenges
The European Society  for  Cathol ic  Theology investigates  spiritual
support  for  vict ims of  workplace mobbing,  exploring chaplaincy's
role  and identi fying areas for  improvement .
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6. 	Decolonization	and	Postcolonial 	Theologies
ESWTR and AGENDA both focus on decolonization,  engaging in
research and organizing conferences such as  "De/colonizing
Theologies ."  Publicat ions address  the chal lenges of  imperial
histories  and gender polarity .

7 .  Interreligious	and	Interdenominational 	Collaboration
ESWTR fosters  dialogue across  diverse rel igious tradit ions ,
including Is lam,  Judaism,  and Buddhism,  promoting interfaith
col laboration in  theology and rel igious studies .

8. 	Challenges	in	Funding	and	Recognition	of 	Theology
Funding chal lenges arise  from evaluators'  biases  against  theology
and rel igion-focused research.  Some groups appeal  against  these
discriminatory practices  to  secure support .

9. 	Publications	as	Platforms	for	Advocacy	and	Research
Journals  and anthologies  from AGENDA and ESWTR,  such as
Eternal ly  Truth? and Valuing Lives ,  Heal ing Earth,  provide
platforms to  discuss  feminist  and decolonial  theology.

10. 	 Individual 	 Contributions	 to	 Interdisciplinary	 Theological
Research

ESWTR members contribute to  topics  l ike c l imate change,
indigenous r ights ,  cr it ical  whiteness  studies ,  and feminist  theology,
showcasing the diversity  and depth of  women's  theological
scholarship.
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AGENDA-	Forum	Catholic 	Women	in	Theology

1.  Role	 of 	 Women	 in	 the	 Church :  AGENDA focuses s ignif icantly  on the posit ion
and roles  of  women within the Cathol ic  Church.  This  includes publishing works on
the access  of  women to ministries  and off ices ,  such as  the priesthood.  The
associat ion supports  discussions and research on these topics ,  exempli f ied by
publications l ike "Representation of  Christ :  On the current  debate about  the
admission of  women to the Priesthood."

2. 	 Diverse	 Theological 	 Contributions: 	AGENDA is  a  network of  over  400 Cathol ic
women theologians who contribute to  various theological  discussions and research.
They publish anthologies ,  organize congresses ,  and form research networks.  Recent
notable  works include an anthology marking their  25  anniversary,  "Eternal ly
truth? On the genesis  and claim of  bel iefs ,"  and they plan to  organize a  conference

t h

on the future of  theology in  Stuttgart  in  October 2025.  Topics  of  interest  include
ecofeminism and the recognit ion of  LGBTIQ Cathol ics .
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European	Society	for	Catholic 	Theology	(ESCT)

1.  Religious	Spiritual 	Assistance	for	Workplace	Mobbing	Victims:
Descript ion :  This  project  evaluates  chaplaincy models  in  workplaces and their
effect iveness in  addressing mobbing,  identi fying vict ims'  needs,  and assessing
legal  l imitat ions in  Lithuania .
Chal lenges:  Adversarial  stance from a reviewer and reluctance from priests  to
col laborate .
Future	Plans :  The project  wil l  continue.

2. 	 Biopsychosocial 	 Well-being	 and	 Mental 	 Health	 during	 Pregnancy	 and
Postpartum:

Descript ion :  Focuses on identi fying r isk and protective factors  for  emotional
well-being and mental  health ,  a iming to  develop guidel ines for  prevention and
support .
Col laborations :  LSMU and VMU for  expertise  in  biological ,  psychosocial ,  and
spiritual  aspects .
Chal lenges :  Funding issues due to  evaluators'  lack of  understanding of
theological  aspects .
Future	Plans :  Continue seeking funding and col laboration.

3. 	 Co-parenting	 Websites	 and	 Children’s 	 Rights	 in	 Assisted	 Reproductive
Technology:

Descript ion :  Interviews with potential  co-parents  about  their  motivations and
values regarding family  and parenthood,  with ethical  ref lect ions.
Key	Findings :  Importance of  family  values and virtues beyond marriage.
Col laborations :  Mult iple  universit ies  and Familyship.org .
Future	 Plans :  Publicat ion of  research results  and further  col laborations,
including speaking engagements .

4. 	Funding	and	Evaluation	Challenges:
Descript ion :  Several  projects  face funding chal lenges ,  often due to  evaluators'
lack of  understanding or  dismissive att i tudes towards certain f ie lds  l ike
theology.
Solutions :  Appeals  against  discrimination have led to  some projects  being
funded.
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European	Society	of 	Women	in	Theological 	Research

1.  Introduction	 to	 ESWTR	 and	 Its 	 Structure:  The European Society  of  Women in
Theological  Research (ESWTR) is  an interrel igious academic society  founded in
1986 with 620 members across  24 countries .  I t  a ims to  support  and develop
women's  contributions to  theology and rel igious studies .  ESWTR organizes  biennial
congresses ,  regional  conferences ,  and publishes journals  and books.  Internal
communication is  maintained through newsletters ,  email  l ists ,  and onl ine meetings .

2. 	 Interreligious	 and	 Interdenominational 	 Focus: 	 ESWTR members come from
diverse rel igious backgrounds,  including Is lam,  Judaism,  Buddhism,  Post-Christ ian,
and Christ ianity ,  with various Christ ian denominations represented.  Since 2015,
ESWTR has emphasized an interrel igious focus in  i ts  engagements ,  fostering
col laboration across  di f ferent  faiths  and denominations.

3. 	 Research	 on	 Decolonization: 	 ESWTR has been act ively  involved in
decolonization research from 2021 to  2024.  Key events  include the Twin
conference on "De/colonizing Theologies:  Glocal  Histories ,  Contemporary
Chal lenges"  held in  Manila  and Leuven in  2023.  The conference papers  are being
published in  the ESWTR Studies  in  Rel igion series .  Other notable  conferences
include “(De)Constructing Regimes of  In/visibi l i ty”  (2019) ,  “Confronting Gender
Polarity  and National ism” (2022),  and “Imperial  Powers and Women:  Trauma,
Resistance,  and Resi l ience”  (2023) .

4. 	 Publications	 and	 Contributions: 	ESWTR publishes the ESWTR Journal  annual ly
and the ESWTR Studies  in  Rel igion series .  The third volume,  “Valuing Lives ,  Heal ing
Earth:  Rel igion,  Gender,  and Life  on Earth,”  is  a  tr ibute to  feminist  Cathol ic
theologian Rosemary Radford Ruether and includes contributions to  decolonial
theology.  The anthology "Miradas a  todo color .  Teologı́as  feministas  poscoloniales
en un mundo en confl icto"  was published in  2023,  highl ighting postcolonial
feminist  theologies .

5. 	 Individual 	 Member	 Contributions: 	 Several  ESWTR members are engaged in
decolonization and postcolonial  studies .  Notable  contributors  include Judith
Gruber ,  S igrı́ður  Guðmarsdótt ir ,  Carlotta  Israel ,  S igrid Rettenbacher ,  Lovisa Mienna
Sjøberg,  Marita  Anna Wagner,  and Eske Wollrad.  Their  research spans various
topics  such as  c l imate change,  indigenous peoples ,  cr it ical  whiteness  studies ,  and
feminist  theologies ,  ref lect ing the diverse and interdiscipl inary nature of  ESWTR's
work.
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NORTH	 AMERICA: 	 Based on the reports  submitted by the Black
Catholic 	 Theological 	 Symposium ,  Catholic 	 Theological 	 Society	 of
America ,  College	 Theology	 Society ,  and Société	 Canadienne	 de
Théologie ,  the fol lowing are the key themes that  have emerged from
the research projects  in  the North American region:  
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1. Decolonial 	Thought	 in	Black	Theology
BCTS emphasizes  decolonial i ty  by addressing racial  biases  and re-
centering Black theological  perspectives .  This  includes examining
colonial  legacies  within Cathol ic  theology and reclaiming Black
identity  in  sacred and social  contexts .

2. 	Annual 	Themes	on	Radical 	Blackness	and	Catholic 	Identity
BCTS’s  recent  conference themes ref lect  a  progressive shift :

2021:  Addressed social  inequalit ies  exacerbated by COVID-19.
2022:  Highl ighted Black theology as  a  decolonizing force .
2023:  Focused on radical  Blackness and i ts  authenticity  in
promoting synodality  and Black agency within the Church.

3. 	Scholarly	Contributions	in	Decolonial 	Praxis
Prominent  BCTS members engage in  crit ical  scholarship,  covering
topics  l ike Black eschatology,  the intersection of  race and theology,
and decolonial  methodologies .  Their  academic works aim to create  a
more inclusive and just  theological  discourse.

4. 	Public 	Engagement	and	Advocacy
Through conferences ,  webinars ,  and advocacy,  BCTS members
chal lenge systemic racism and promote Black Cathol ic  cultural
practices .  This  public- facing engagement ampli f ies  their  mission to
integrate  racial  just ice  into theological  and ecclesial  spaces .

5. 	Educational 	Initiatives	on	Race	and	Black	Spirituality
BCTS members contribute to  education by teaching on topics  l ike
race and caste .  These courses aim to inspire  a  new generation of
theologians to  continue decolonizing theology and embedding Black
Catholic  perspectives  in  academia.
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6. 	Displacing	Eurocentrism	in	Theology
Organizations l ike CTS and CTSA aim to crit ique and displace
Eurocentric  theological  perspectives .  They emphasize global
Cathol ic ism,  Indigenous tradit ions ,  and the local izat ion of  theology to
ref lect  diverse cultural  and historical  contexts .

7. 	Feminist 	and	Intersectional 	Theologies
CTS addresses feminist  and LGBTQIA2S+ perspectives ,  chal lenging
tradit ional  views on gender,  sexual ity ,  and family .  These ef forts
advocate for  inclusivity  in  theological  education and broader ecclesial
structures .

8. 	Environmental 	and	Ecological 	Concerns
Both CTSA and CTS integrate  ecological  concerns into theology,
emphasizing the responsibi l i ty  of  faith  communities  in  addressing
environmental  crises .  Ecotheological  frameworks highl ight
interconnectedness and care for  creation.

9. 	 Indigenous	and	Neo-Colonial 	Challenges	in	Canada
Soci é t é  Canadienne de Théologie  addresses the role  of  the Cathol ic
Church in  Canada’s  colonial  history,  especial ly  i ts  impact  on
Indigenous peoples .  Decolonial  init iat ives  include truth-tel l ing ,
rest itution,  and theological  ref lect ion on cultural  hybridity  and
Indigenous tradit ions .

10. 	Synodality	and	Black	Agency
BCTS and other theological  bodies  al ign with Pope Francis ’  synodal
vision,  advocating for  inclusive decision-making in  the Church.
Synodality  is  presented as  a  process  enriched by Black agency,
fostering dialogue and shared responsibi l i ty  across  diverse
communities .
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Black	Catholic 	Theological 	Symposium	(BCTS)

1.  Decoloniality 	 and	 Black	 Theology :  The Black Cathol ic  Theological  Symposium
(BCTS) focuses on decolonial  thought ,  addressing racial  biases  and promoting
Black theological  perspectives  within the Cathol ic  tradit ion.  Annual  themes from
2021 to 2023 ref lect  this  focus ,  exploring the impact  of  the pandemic ,  shifts  in
Black Cathol ic  identity ,  and the embodiment of  radical  Blackness in  sacred and
social  spaces .

2. 	Annual 	Conference	Themes:
2021: 	"Emerging from the Pandemic:  Black Theology Matters"  highl ighted social
inequalit ies  revealed by COVID-19 and emphasized Black theological  insights
for  a  more equitable  world.
2022 :  Shifted focus from "Authentical ly  Black,  Truly  Cathol ic"  to  "Radical ly
Black and Authentical ly  Black,"  exploring Black theology as  a  decolonizing force
within the Cathol ic  Church.
2023 :  "Radical ly  Black,  Authentical ly  Cathol ic"  examined radical i ty  and
authenticity  in  Black Cathol ic  experiences ,  promoting a  synodal  church through
Black agency.

3. 	 Scholarly	 Contributions: 	 Members of  BCTS,  such as  LaRyssa Herrington,  Alex
Mikulich,  S imonMary Asese Aihiokhai ,  Joseph Fl ipper ,  and C.  Vanessa White ,  have
made signif icant  contributions through publicat ions,  lectures ,  and workshops.
Their  work spans topics  l ike decolonial  praxis ,  Black eschatology,  and the
intersection of  race and Cathol ic  theology.

4. 	 Public 	 Engagement	 and	 Advocacy: 	 BCTS members act ively  engage in  public
discourse,  addressing issues l ike racism within the Cathol ic  Church,  the role  of
Black Cathol ics  in  social  movements ,  and the importance of  Black cultural
practices .  They partic ipate  in  conferences ,  webinars ,  and interviews,  advocating
for  racial  just ice  and inclusivity .

5. 	 Educational 	 Initiatives: 	 BCTS members contribute to  academia by teaching
courses on race,  caste ,  and Black spiritual i ty .  These courses aim to educate and
inspire  future scholars  and practit ioners  to  continue the work of  decolonizing
theology and promoting Black Cathol ic  perspectives .
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Catholic 	Theological 	Society	of 	America	(CTSA)

1.  Decolonizing	Theologies	and	Decolonial 	Perspectives
Focus	Areas :

Decolonizing theological  perspectives  and practices .
Addressing colonial  legacies  within theological  frameworks.
Promoting inclusive and diverse perspectives .

2. 	 Intersectionality	and	Gender	Justice
Focus	Areas:

Integrating gender and intersectional  analysis  into theological  studies .
Chal lenging tradit ional  narratives  and advocating for  equitable  and inclusive
approaches within rel igious contexts .

3. 	 Interreligious	Dialogue	and	Comparative	Theology
Focus	Areas:

Fostering mutual  understanding and col laboration across  di f ferent  rel igious
tradit ions .
Enriching theological  discourse and promoting global  peace and
understanding.

4. 	Ethics	and	Social 	 Justice:
Focus	Areas:

Addressing contemporary social  issues through a  theological  lens .
Providing ethical  frameworks that  respond to  pressing social  chal lenges and
advocate for  just ice  and human dignity .

5. 	Environmental 	and	Ecological 	Concerns
Focus	Areas:

Integrating ecological  considerations into theological  studies .
Emphasizing the importance of  caring for  creation and addressing
environmental  degradation from a faith-based perspective .
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College	Theology	Society	(CTS)

1.  Decolonizing	 Theology :  The Col lege Theology Society  (CTS) has focused on
decolonizing Cathol ic  theology,  exploring themes such as  cosmopolitan local ism,
decolonizing comparative theology,  and reimagining history through Indigenous
tradit ions .  This  includes crit iquing colonial  imaginaries  and addressing power
dynamics  in  education.

2. 	 Feminist 	 and	 LGBTQIA2S+	 Theologies: 	 CTS has engaged with feminist  and
LGBTQIA2S+ theologies ,  cr it iquing tradit ional  views on human sexual ity  and
family ,  addressing sexual  harassment in  theological  training,  and advocating for
the inclusion and recognit ion of  queer educators  and gender-diverse
understandings in  theology.

3. 	 Antiracist 	 Critiques	 and	 Retrievals 	 of 	 Catholic 	 Tradition: 	 The society  has
produced signif icant  work on antiracist  theological  ref lect ion,  engaging with
systemic racism,  promoting interracial  sol idarity ,  and offering reparative readings
of  historical  theological  f igures .  This  includes expl ic it  themes of  antiracism in their
annual  volumes and statements  on US racism.

4. 	 Displacing	 Eurocentrism	 in	 Catholic 	 Theology: 	 CTS has worked to  displace
Eurocentric  perspectives  in  theology,  focusing on global  Cathol ic ism and the
signif icance of  local  church communities .  This  includes exploring the role  of  land in
mediating peoplehood and proposing local  church communities  as  s ignif icant  s i tes
for  discerning faith .

5. 	 Social 	 Justice	 and	 Advocacy: 	 The society  has taken strong stances on social
issues such as  racism and gun violence.  They have issued statements  condemning
systemic racial  injust ice  and pol ice  brutal i ty ,  and have committed to  addressing
the structural  roots  of  gun violence through scholarly  work,  public  events ,  and
future conventions.
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Société	Canadienne	de	Théologie

1.  Decolonization	 and	 the	 Church :  The Truth and Reconci l iat ion Commission
(TRC) of  Canada highl ighted the role  of  residential  schools  in  cultural  genocide
against  Indigenous peoples  and the involvement of  churches in  these schools .  The
Catholic  Church faces  ongoing cal ls  for  apologies ,  rest itution of  archives ,  and
return of  sacred art i facts .  The need for  decolonization within the Church is
emphasized,  with Pope Francis 's  2022 visit  to  Canada showing that  s ignif icant
efforts  are st i l l  required.

2. 	 Indigenous	 Issues	 and	 Theological 	 Response: 	 Indigenous issues have gained
attention but  remain underexplored in  Francophone theology.  The Canadian Society
of  Theology has been addressing decolonization in  i ts  conferences ,  with recent
symposiums focusing on the intersection of  Indigenous theology and the future of
Christ ianity ,  missiology,  and postcolonial  perspectives .

3. 	 Neo-colonialism	 and	 Global 	 South	 Relations: 	 Canada’s  neo-colonial
relat ionships with countries  in  the Global  South,  where Canadian mult inationals
exploit  natural  resources ,  and the xenophobic  undertones in  managing migrant  and
refugee cases ,  are  highl ighted.  These issues are relevant  to  theological  discussions
and the need for  a  decolonial  perspective .

4. 	 Francophone	 Theology	 and	 Cultural 	 Hybridity: 	 Francophone Canadians'
perception of  themselves as  a  colonized people  complicates  their  acknowledgment
of  their  colonial  role .  The symposium "Francophone Theology in  Canada:  Where Do
We Stand?"  addressed decolonization,  with presentations on cultural  hybridity  and
the relevance of  African Christ ianity  to  Francophone theology.

5. 	 Toward	 a	Decolonial 	 Theological 	 Paradigm:	The African Theology and African
Descendants  Group (GTAS) at  the University  of  Montreal  has  crit iqued Eurocentric
theological  frameworks and promoted contextual  theologies  that  engage
marginal ized perspectives .  This  approach cal ls  for  epistemological  and ethical
ef forts  to  develop a  theology that  transcends imposed methodologies  and fosters
dialogue between African and Quebecois  theological  tradit ions .
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SOUTH	 AMERICA: 	 Based on the reports  submitted by the Asociación
Colombiana	 de	 Teólogas ,  Sociedade	 de	 Teologia	 e 	 Ciências	 da
Religio	 Brasil ,  Sociedad	 Chilena	 de	 Teología ,  TEOLOGANDA ,  and
Amerindia	 Colombia	 Red ,  the fol lowing are the key themes that  have
emerged from the research projects  in  the South American region:



Connecting	Cathol ic 	Theology	Worldwide 30

1. 	Formation	and	Purpose	of 	Theological 	Associations
Organizations l ike ACT and SCHT serve as  platforms for  fostering
theological  discourse,  integrating academic practice  with real- l i fe
contexts ,  and bui lding sol idarity  among members .  Their  work
highl ights  the importance of  col laboration and the intersection of
theology with societal  issues .

2. 	Engagement	with	International 	Networks	and	Gender	Discourse
Associat ions such as  ACT and Teologanda act ively  engage with
international  theological  dialogues,  focusing on gender and
intersectional ity .  They ref lect  on the role  of  women in the Church,
advocating for  leadership opportunit ies  and addressing patriarchal
systems.

3. 	Annual 	Conferences	and	Thematic 	Meetings
Regular  meetings by SCHT,  ACT,  and Amerindia  Colombia explore
contemporary theological  issues ,  such as  intercultural  dialogue,
synodality ,  and public  theology.  These gatherings provide avenues
to address  local  and global  chal lenges while  sharing diverse
perspectives .

4. 	Publications	and	Theological 	Contributions
The production of  books and art ic les  is  central  to  advancing
theological  debates .  ACT's  work on women's  ordination and
Teologanda’s  publicat ions on feminist  ethics  and decolonial
theologies  contribute to  academic and ecclesial  discussions.

5. 	Decoloniality 	and	Emancipatory	Practices
Decolonial  perspectives  permeate the work of  SOTER,  Teologanda,
and Amerindia .  These ef forts  aim to dismantle  colonial  legacies ,
promote inclusivity ,  and reimagine theological  frameworks that
resonate with marginal ized communities '  experiences .
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6. 	Liberation	Theology	and	Social 	 Justice
A key theme across  Amerindia  and SOTER is  the integration of
l iberation theology with contemporary issues ,  including ecological
just ice  and advocacy for  vulnerable  populations.  This  approach
emphasizes  praxis ,  connecting theology with real-world chal lenges .

7. 	 Interdisciplinary	and	Intercultural 	Collaboration
Collaborations across  f ie lds ,  as  seen in  SOTER and SCHT,  foster
holist ic  theological  discourse.  Events  l ike SOTER's  congresses and
SCHT’s  dialogues with Mapuche spiritual i ty  highl ight  the integration
of  diverse academic and cultural  insights .

8. 	Focus	on	Marginalized	Voices
The inclusion of  Indigenous,  Afro-Colombian,  and other marginal ized
communities  is  central  to  the work of  ACT,  SOTER,  and Teologanda.
These ef forts  chal lenge dominant  paradigms and offer  new
epistemological  perspectives  on theology.

9. 	Commitment	to	Synodality	and	Decolonizing	Ecclesial 	Practices
ACT and Amerindia  emphasize synodality  as  a  theological  and
ecclesial  approach,  fostering inclusivity  and col lect ive decision-
making.  Teologanda’s  focus on decolonizing church structures al igns
with this  goal ,  a iming to  make the Church more just  and
representative .

10. 	Ecotheology	and	Environmental 	Concerns
Groups l ike Amerindia  and SOTER incorporate ecological  concerns
into their  theological  frameworks,  recognizing the interconnectedness
of  environmental  and social  l iberation.  Events  and research on
"ecotheologizing"  ref lect  the urgency of  addressing ecological  crises
through a  theological  lens .
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Asociación	Colombiana	de	Teólogas	(ACT)

1.  Formation	 and	 Purpose	 of 	 the	 Association	 (2007-2023) :  The Colombian
Associat ion of  Women Theologians (ACT) was establ ished in  2007 to  create  a
community integrating academic practice  and real- l i fe  s i tuations into theological
discourse.  I t  a ims to  bui ld  networks of  sol idarity  and share projects  and results
among Colombian women theologians.

2. 	 Engagement	 with	 International 	 Networks	 and	 Gender	 Discourse: 	 In  2014,
ACT partic ipated in  the INSeCT meeting,  which emphasized gender discourse in
theological  research.  Although not  invited to  subsequent  meetings ,  ACT continued
to incorporate gender discourse into i ts  research,  ref lect ing on how to do theology
in new ecclesial  contexts .

3. 	 Annual 	 Theological 	 Meetings	 and	 Key	 Themes: 	 ACT holds annual  theological
meetings to  share research and ref lect ions.  Notable  themes include "Gender and
Peacebuilding"  (2017),  "From Si lence to  Voice"  (2018) ,  and rethinking ecclesial
ministries  and advocating for  women's  ordination (2019).  These meetings integrate
diverse perspectives ,  including those of  Indigenous and Afro-Colombian women.

4. 	 Publications	 and	 Contributions	 to	 Theological 	 Debates: 	 ACT has produced
signif icant  publicat ions,  such as  Isabel  Corpas de Posada’s  ¿Ordenaci ón  de
mujeres?  (2020) and Ministerial  Conversion in  the Time of  Conversion to
Synodality  (2023) .  These works contribute to  debates  on women's  ordination and
ecclesial  ministries ,  ref lect ing Vatican I I  ecclesiology and Latin American feminist
theology.

5. 	 Commitment	 to	 Decolonization	 and	 Synodality: 	 While  decolonization is  not
the primary focus,  ACT's  research questions thought  structures and paradigms
incongruent  with Jesus'  vis ion,  emphasizing deconstruction and reconstruction.
The Associat ion al igns with Pope Francis '  cal l  to  "do theology in  company,"
fostering connections with other  theological  col lect ives  and serving the Church
through a  dialogical  approach.
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Sociedade	de	Teologia	e 	Ciências	da	Religio	Brasil
(SOTER)

1.  Decoloniality 	 and	 Emancipatory	 Practices :  The book and the 32
International  Congress  of  SOTER focus on decolonial i ty ,  addressing the urgent  need
to deconstruct  colonial  legacies  in  various f ie lds ,  including Rel igious Sciences and
Theology.  This  theme explores  how decolonial  practices  can offer  new perspectives
and methodologies  for  understanding and addressing societal  issues .

n d

2. 	 Interdisciplinary	 and	 International 	 Collaboration: 	The congress  and the book
emphasize the importance of  interdiscipl inary and international  col laboration.  The
event  brought  together theologians,  scientists  of  rel igion,  postgraduate students ,
and researchers  from various f ie lds  and countries ,  fostering an exchange of  ideas
and experiences .  This  col laboration aims to  enhance the academic discourse and
contribute to  societal  development .

3. 	Social 	Relevance	and	Urgency: 	The themes discussed at  the congress  and in  the
book are chosen for  their  social  relevance and urgency.  The focus is  on addressing
contemporary chal lenges such as  ethnic ,  cultural ,  pol i t ical ,  and rel igious issues .
The goal  is  to  al ign academic research with the needs and urgencies  of  society ,
promoting the common good and social  construction.

4. 	 Voices	 from	 the	 Margins: 	 The book highl ights  the importance of  including
perspectives  from marginal ized communities .  Contributions from scholars  l ike
Carlos  Mendoza-A� lvarez ,  Juan José  Tamayo,  Vicenta Mamani  Bernabé ,  and Ronilso
Pacheco emphasize the experiences and resistances of  vict ims of  colonization,
indigenous peoples ,  and black communities .  These voices  offer  new epistemological
questions and alternative approaches to  theology and rel igious studies .

5. 	 Liberation	 Theology	 and	 Ecological 	 Concerns: 	 Liberation Theology is
presented as  inherently  decolonial ,  with a  historical  focus on defending the poor
and denouncing injustices .  The book discusses how this  theology also addresses
ecological  issues ,  promoting an awareness of  the interconnectedness of  l iberation
and environmental  concerns.  This  theme underscores the need to  expand concepts
and open up decolonial  horizons in  theological  and rel igious studies .
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Socieded	Chilena	de	Teologia	(SCT)

1.  Membership	 and	 Structure :  The Chi lean Society  of  Theology (SCHT) was
establ ished in  1988 and requires  members to  hold at  least  a  Master ’s  degree in
Theology,  be involved in  teaching or  research,  and be current  with membership
fees .  The society  has about  60 members ,  with a  s ignif icant  portion holding doctoral
degrees .  The current  board for  the 2024-2025 term includes Dr .  Fernando Verdugo
as President ,  Dr .  A� ngela  Pérez  J i jena as  Vice President ,  Dr .  Ja ime Bascuñ án  as
Secretary,  and Dr.  Benoit  Mathot  as  Treasurer .

2. 	 Affi l iated	 Universities	 and	 Authorities: 	 SCHT members are af f i l iated with
several  prominent  universit ies  in  Chi le ,  including the Ponti f ical  Cathol ic  University
of  Chi le ,  Ponti f ical  Cathol ic  University  of  Valparaı́ so ,  Cathol ic  University  of  the
North,  Cathol ic  University  of  Maule ,  Cathol ic  University  of  the Holy Conception,
Cathol ic  University  of  Temuco,  Cathol ic  Si lva Henrı́quez University ,  and Alberto
Hurtado University .  Each university  has  specif ic  academic units  and authorit ies
overseeing theological  education and research.

3. 	 Annual 	 Conferences: 	 The SCHT organizes  Annual  Conferences that  focus on
various theological  themes.  The 2021 conference,  held virtual ly  due to  COVID-19,
centered on "THEOLOGY IN DIALOGUE:  LANGUAGE,  MEANINGS,  AND NEW
IMAGINARIES."  The 2022 conference at  the Cathol ic  University  of  Temuco focused
on "THEOLOGY IN DIALOGUE WITH MAPUCHE CULTURE AND SPIRITUALITY,"
emphasizing intercultural  and rel igious dialogue.  The 2023 conference at  PUC in
Santiago explored "THEOLOGY AND THE PUBLIC SPACE,"  addressing the role  of
theology in  societal  and pol it ical  contexts .

4. 	 Research	 and	 Publications: 	 SCHT members are act ively  involved in  research
and are required to  produce scienti f ic  publicat ions.  The topics  presented at  the
Annual  Conferences often lead to  publicat ions in  various journals .  The research
areas are diverse ,  ref lect ing the interdiscipl inary nature of  theological  studies  and
their  applicat ion to  contemporary issues .

5. 	Thematic 	Focus	of 	Conferences: 	The themes of  the recent  conferences highl ight
the society's  commitment to  addressing contemporary issues through theological
perspectives .  Topics  such as  decolonization,  environmental  chal lenges ,
intercultural  dialogue with indigenous cultures ,  and the role  of  theology in  public
spaces demonstrate  the society's  engagement with both academic and societal
concerns.  These themes ref lect  a  broader ef fort  to  make theology relevant  and
impactful  in  addressing modern chal lenges .
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TEOLOGANDA

1.  Intersectionality	 and	 Decolonial 	 Theologies :  Teologanda's  seminars
emphasize the importance of  considering mult iple  dimensions of  oppression and
resistance,  such as  gender ,  ethnicity ,  c lass ,  and sexual  orientation,  in  decolonial
theologies .  This  approach requires  the Church to  embrace diversity  and show true
sensit ivity  and empathy.

2. 	Women	and	Leadership	 in	 the	Church: 	The seminars  also focus on decolonizing
practices  within church inst itutions to  create  spaces where women can exercise
leadership and break patriarchal  colonial  models .  This  includes promoting equal ity
and chal lenging tradit ional  power structures .

3. 	 Education	 as	 a 	 Tool 	 for	 Decolonization: 	 Education is  highl ighted as  a
transformative tool  for  just ice .  By incorporating a  gender perspective and
recognizing diverse experiences and knowledge,  education can decolonize
patriarchal  discourses and promote crit ical  thinking.

4. 	 Feminist 	 Theological 	 Ethics	 and	 Justice	 for	 Women:	 Publications from
Teologanda discuss  the need to  decolonize anthropocentric  theology,  bodies ,  and
human traff icking.  These works emphasize the importance of  feminist  theological
ethics  in  questioning oppression and promoting just ice ,  part icularly  where gender ,
race,  and class  intersect .

5. 	 Decolonizing	 Religious	 Narratives	 and	 Practices: 	 Research on Mary and
popular  Christ ianity  in  Latin America shows how indigenous and Black rel igious
experiences have been integrated into the faith ,  creating a  unique cultural
expression.  Addit ional ly ,  the concept  of  decolonizing history through l istening is
explored,  emphasizing the importance of  genuinely  hearing and recording the
experiences of  marginal ized voices  to  chal lenge unjust  structures and promote
inclusion.
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Amerindia	Colombia	Red

1.  Liberation	 Theology	 and	 Its 	 Relevance :  Amerindia  Colombia has focused
signif icantly  on the relevance of  l iberation theology today.  This  includes
organizing a  Theology Congress  in  2020 and conducting 10 "Liberation Theology
Encounters"  throughout  2023 to  provide a  theoretical  framework,  ref lect ions,  and
praxis  around l iberation theology.  These ef forts  aim to engage new generations and
update knowledge on the subject .

2. 	 Ecotheology	 and	 Environmental 	 Awareness: 	Research on "Ecotheologizing the
Land" has been a  key theme,  with mult iple  national  and international  events
organized to  raise  awareness and promote act ion on environmental  care .  Notable
events  include the "Ecotheologizing the Land" encounter  in  May 2021 and the
"Voices  for  Peace"  interrel igious event  in  Bogotá .

3. 	 Support 	 for	Vulnerable	Populations: 	Amerindia  members are act ively  involved
in supporting displaced populations and vulnerable  communities .  This  includes
peace processes ,  land restoration,  and init iat ives  l ike "Aguapanelazo,"  which
provides presence,  companionship,  and sol idarity  to  impoverished individuals
across  Latin America .  Ef forts  also extend to  theological  formation for  laypeople
and working with indigenous women on Bible  formation.

4. 	 Theological 	 Research	 and	 Education: 	 Members of  Amerindia  are engaged in
various theological  research and educational  act ivit ies .  This  includes contributions
to debates  on women's  ordination,  ecclesial  ministries ,  and feminist  theology.
Publicat ions such as  "Women’s  Ordination?"  and "The God Trinity:  Circularity  and
Encounter"  ref lect  their  scholarly  work.  Addit ional ly ,  theological  formation is
provided to  laypeople  and university  students .

5. 	 Communication	 and	 Advocacy: 	 Amerindia  members contribute to
communication and advocacy within the Cathol ic  Church.  This  includes covering
national  and international  church events ,  coordinating the Latin American
Observatory on Synodality ,  and addressing issues l ike abuses in  the Cathol ic
Church.  Publicat ions l ike "Secret  Archive"  highl ight  their  commitment to
transparency and accountabi l i ty .


